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Concluded. 

It  will  here  be  proper  to  notice  some 
expressions  in  scripture,  that  have  com- 
iiiouly  been  understood  to  favor  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  substitution,  or  the  popular  views 
of  Atonement,  as  contradistinguished  from 
the  view  we  have  just  taken  of  the  sub¬ 
ject.  We  shall  therefore  quote  a  few  of 
these  passages,  and  paraphrase  them,  in 
order  to  give  the  sense  in  which  we  un¬ 
derstand  them. 

St.  Peter  says,  in  the  language  of  our 
text,  “  Christ  hath  once  suffered  for  sins, 
the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring 
us  to  God,”  &c.  That  is,  Christ  being 
just,  hath  once  suffered  in  consequence  of 
(lie  sins,  and  in  behalf  of  the  unjust,  that 
hy  his  mediatioB  he  might  reconcile  and 
bring  them  to  God.  St.  Paul  says,  (II 
Cor.  v;  21,)  “  For  he  hath  made  him  to 
he  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we 
Blight  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God 
m  him.”  That  is,  he  hath  permitted  him, 
who  never  committed  any  siu,to,be  account¬ 
ed  and  treated  as  a  sinner,  that  we  might 
thereby  be  convinced  of  our  sins,  (Jude 
1.^,)  reconciled  to  God,  and  conformed  to 
his  righteousness.  Isa.  liii;  4.  “Surely 
he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our 
siirrows,”  &c.  See  this  explained.  Matt, 
viij,  16,  17.  “And  he  cast  out  the  spirits 
with  his  word,  and  healed  all  that  were 
sfck :  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 
spoken  by  Esaias  the  prophet,  saying, 


himself  took  our  infirmities  and  bear  our 
sicknesses.”  The  removal,  by  Christ,  of 
the  natural  evils  and  maladies  to  which 
mankind  were*  subject,  was  a  beautiful 
representation  of  his  office  and  labors,  in 
removing  their  moral  maladies,  by  enlight¬ 
ening  their  minds  and  reforming  their 
lives.  The  next  verse  in  this  chapter  is 
considered  one  of  the  strongest  texts  in  the 
whole  Bible  in  favor  of  the  popular  doc¬ 
trine  of  substitution :  “  But  he  was  wound¬ 
ed  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised 
for  our  iniquities :  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  was  upon  him  ;  and  with  his  stripes 
we  are  healed.”  We  may  thus  paraphrase 
these  words :  He  was  wounded  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruis¬ 
ed  on  account  of  our  iniquities :  he  en¬ 
dured  the  chastisement  consequent  upon 
his  undertaking  to  effect  our  peace,  and 
though  he  suffers  many  stripes,  yet  by  his 
labors  are  we  healed.  Though  the  above 
language  is  highly  figurative,  as  are  many 
other  texts  relating  to  the  same  subject, 
yet  we  think  we  have  given  the  sense  in¬ 
tended  by  the  inspired  writer.  This  will 
appear  further  obvious  by  considering  the 
11th  verse,  which  declares  that  “by  his 
knowledge  shall  my  righteous  serv’ant  jus¬ 
tify  many,”  (or  the  multitude])  i.  e.  By 
the  knowledge  which  he  will  impart,  he 
shall  bring  them  to  justification  ;  “  for  he 
shall  bear  their  iniquities ;”  i.  e.  remove 
them ;  the  same  as  his  bearing  their  sick- 
!  nesses,  signified  his  removing  them, 
j  If  any  one  complains  of  the  liberty  we 
have  taken  with  these  texts,  in  order  to 
have  their  meaning  comport  with  those 
that  are  plain  and  strictly  literal,  let  him 
be  reminded  that  it  is  a  liberty  which  we 
feel  bound  to  use,  and  one  which  he  him¬ 
self  uses  with  many  passages  of  scripture, 
particularly  such  as  the  following  ;  “  I  am 
!  the  bread  of  life.”  “  For  my  flesh  is  meat 
indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed.  He 
that  eateth  my  flesh,  and  drinketh  my 
blood,  dwelleth  in  me,  and  I  in  him.  ” 
“Verily  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye  eat  the 
flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his 
blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you.  ”  Now  no 
one,  unless  it  be  the  Roman  Catholic,  un¬ 
derstands  these  texts  literally ;  and  we 
!  doubt  very  much  whether  he  does,  strictly 
I  speaking.  Hence  we  conceive  that  we 
i  have  not  only  a  right,  but  that  it  is  our 
l)punden  duty,  to  explain  scripture  by 
‘scripture,  and  to  use  the  rational  faculties 
God  has  given  us,  in  order  to  make  the 
scriptures  harmonize  throughout  in  sdl 
their  parts. 


When  we  read  that  “  Chrirt  died  for 
us,”  we  are  not  to  understand  the  word 
for  as  denoting  substitution,  i.  e.  in  room 
or  stead  of  us ;  any  more  than  we  are  to 
understand  the  word  /or  in  this  sense,  in 
Heb.  vi,  20  r  “  Whither  the  forerunner  is 
/or  us  entered,”  &c.  If  we  are  to  under¬ 
stand  the  phrases,  “  Christ  died  for  us,” 
“  he  suffered  for  us,”  &c.  to  signify  that 
he  died  or  suffered  tn  our  room  or  stead,  i. 
e.  to  prevent  our  dying,  or  suffering  the 
penalty  due  to  our  crimes  ;  then  we  must 
understandthe  expression,  “  he  hath  for  us 
entered  into  heaven,”  to  mean,that  he  hath 
entered  into  heaven  in  our  room,  or  stead, 
i.  e  to  prevent  us  from  entering  in  !  But 
no  one  will  admit  this  sense  of  the  word, 
for,  in  the  last  instance :  then  why  contend 
for  this  sense  exclusively  in  the  former  ? 
It  is  true,  Christ  died  for  us — he  suffered 
for  us  ;  that  is,  on  our  behalf,  and  for  oar 
benefit:  the  same  as  Washington  and  the 
heroes  of  the  revolution,  suffered  for,  or  in 
behalf,  (tho’  not  in  room,  or  stead,)  of 
their  country  ;  with  this  difference,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  heroes  of  the  revolution  suf¬ 
fered  for  one  country  only ;  Jesus  for  the 
whole  world  ;  they  for  a  temporal,  he  for 
an  eternal  and  spiritual  salvation. 

But  all  the  sufferings  that  the  heroes  of 
the  revolution  endured,  would  not  have 
benefitted  their  country  in  the  least,  had 
they  not  succeeded  in  subduing  or  driving 
away  the  enemy,  and  restoring  peace  to 
the  country.  So  all  the  sufferings  that 
Jesus  ever  endured,  would,  in  themselves, 
be  of  no  service  to  mankind,  nor  benefit 
our  race  in  the  least,  should  he  not  suc¬ 
ceed  in  enlightening  their  minds,  reclaim¬ 
ing  them  from  sin,  and  reconciling  the 
world  to  God.  In  the  language  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  therefore,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  common  custom  of  Christians,  we  say, 
Christ  suffered  and  died  for  us — that  “  he 
gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all,  to  be  testi¬ 
fied  in  due  time ;”  that  “  by  the  grace  of 
God  he  tasted  dea  n  for  every  man  ;”  that 
is,  that  his  mission,  sufferings,  and  death, 
w'ere  designed  for  the  benefit  of  all  man*' 
kind ;  and  in  the  accomplishment  of  their 
object,  he  will  bring  all  mankind  to  know 
and  be  reconciled  to  God,  and  enjoy  his 
salvation. 

To  illustrate  this  important  subject  in 
all  its  parts,  and  bring  it  home  to  the  un¬ 
derstanding  of  each  individual,  we  will  in¬ 
troduce  the  following  similitude.  A  Fa» 
ther  has  a  numerous  family  of  children,  all 
dear  to  his  affections,  and  beloved  of  his 
soul.  But  notwithstanding  he  is  affectioi)- 
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•te  and  kind  to  them,  providing  every  thing 
necessary  to  their  comfort  and  happiness, 
they — the  first-bom  only  excepted — all  be¬ 
come  disaffected  towards  him,  erroneously 
suppose  him  to  be  their  enemy,  become  ' 
irreconciled  to  his  government  and  service, 
disobedient  to  his  commands,  discontented 
in  his  presence,  and  finally  forsake  him 
and  their  paternal  mansion,  and  wander 
into  a  far  distant  and  desolate  wilderness, 
where  the  prowling  tygei  roams,  and  the 
lion,  crouching,  seeks  his  prey,  where  the 
hissing  serpent  winds  his  slow  and  snaky 
length  along,  and  the  hideous  alligator 
crawls  amid  the  oozy,  vapid  filth,  where 
every  breath  is  poisoned  with  deadly  exha¬ 
lations,  and  every  step  is  danger ; — there  . 
their  affections  became  more  and  more 
alienated  from  their  father,  they  indulge 
in  every  species  of  debauchery  and  crime, 
and  ate  in  perpetual  danger  of  destruction 
and  death.  The  father  sees  his  wayward 
children  far  from  home  and  happiness,  lost 
in  sin,  wandering  in  tire  perplexing  ways 
of  iniquity,  and  exposing  themselves  to  all 
sorts  of  danger  and  suffering — he  loves,  he 
pities  his  deluded  sons — he  seeks  to  recover 
them  from  their  lost  condition — calls  to 
him  his  only  remaining  son,  the  elder  bro¬ 
ther  of  his  alienated  children,  and  says  to 
him,  “  My  dear,  my  w'ell-beloved,  my  only 
remaining  and  obedient  son,  I  have  nour¬ 
ished  and  brought  up  children,  and  they 
have  rebelled  against  me ;  your  brethren 
have  all  gone  astray,  they  have  together 
become  evil  doers,  there  is  none  that  doeth 
good  among  them,  no  not  one ;  they  are 
alienated  from  me,  not  knowing  how  much 
I  love  them,  and  are  Exposing  themselves 
to  innumerable  dangers  and  suffering?; — 
\re  you  willing  to  go  and  seek  for  them  in 
the  wnlderness  ?  Are  you  willing  to  sac¬ 
rifice  your  personal  case  and  happiness, 
and  undertake  to  reclaim  your  erring  and 
wayward  brethren,  and  bring  them  back 
to  my  house,  niy  home,  and  to  happiness, 
and  convince  them  that  I  love  them  still, 
“  jiotwithstanding  all  their  disaffection  and 
•lisobedience?”  A  smile  of  benevolence 
lights  up  the  glowing  features  of  the  son, 
with  promptness  he  replies :  “  Lo,  I 
come,  as  it  is  written  of  me,  to  do  thy  will, 
O  my  father.  I  am  ready  at  thy  com¬ 
mand — I  undertake  with  joy  the  important 
And  arduous  task  of  mediating  between 
thee  and  my  disobedient  brethren,  of  con¬ 
vincing  them  of  thy  love,  and  bringing 
them  back  to  thee.”  The  son  sets  out  on 
the  important  mission — he  finds  his  delu¬ 
ded  brethren  in  the  unhappy  condition 
before  represented — he  comes  to  the  bre¬ 
thren  that  were  his  own,  but  they  receive 
#iim  not.  He  testifies  to  tlrem  the  love  of 
his  father  and  their  father,  assures  them 
that  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  receive 
them  again  to  the  favors  and  hospitality  of 
his  house,  entreats  them  to  be  reconciled 
to  him,  to  forsake  the  follies  and  errors  of 
thek  lives,  and  return  to  the  bosom  and 


love  of  their  father.  But  they  refuse  to 
receive  him  as  the  accredited  messenger 
of  their  father,  reject  and  disbelieve  the 
testimony  that  he  bears  of  his  father’s  good 
will  to  them,  despise,  revile,  bullet  and 
maltreat  him,  and  at  length,  with  the  fury 
of  demons,  lay  violent  hands  on  him ;  and 
after  beating  him  most  cruelljr — he,  all  the 
while  praying  for  their  happiness,  and  tes¬ 
tifying  of  his  father’s  love  to  them — they 
pierce  his  tender  side  with  the  deadly 
spear,  and  lay  him  stretcht  and  bleeding 
on  the  ground !  But  by  some  mysterious, 
unseen  hand,  he  is  again  restored  to  ani¬ 
mation,  life,  and  strength.  Still,  undis¬ 
mayed  with  all  their  obstinacy,  and  his 
sufferings,  he  perseveres  in  his  efl’orts  to 
accomplish  the  object  for  which  he  was  ' 
sent,  demonstrates  the  good  will  of  his  fa- 
tlier  towards  them,  shows  that  he  came  not 
to  condemn,  but  to  save,  and  finally  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  convincing  them  of  their  errors, 
in  reconciling  them  to  tlieir  father,  to  him¬ 
self,  and  to  one  another,  and  brings  back  ; 
his  long  lost  brethren  in  triumph  to  his  I 
father’s  house,  where  is  peace  and  safety, 
and  breaa  enough  and  to  spare — he  sees  of 
the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  is  satisfied — the 
pleasure  of  his  father  has  prospered  in  his 
hand — and  he  beholds,  through  the  instru¬ 
mentality  of  his  labors,  his  lost  brethren 
found,  the  wicked  reclaimed,  and  the 
wretched  made  happy. 

In  this  similitude  we  see  represented  in 
I  miniature  the  whole  economy  of  divine 
'  grace  :  the  father  represents  our  heavenly 
parent ;  the  elder  son,  Jesus  Christ ;  and 
the  alienated  and  disobedient  sons,  the 
whole  human  family.  If  this  representa-  . 
tion  be  correct — as  we  believe  it  is,  as  far 
as  the  subject  is  capable  of  being  repre¬ 
sented  by  a  similitude  drawn  from  human 
events  and  circumstances — the  following 
!  facts  are  made  obvious ; 

1.  God  was  never  irreconciled  or  dis- 
!  affected  towards  man— He  ever  did  and 
I  ever  will  love  all  of  his  children  with  an 

unlimited  and  unalterable  allection — all 
the  irreconciliation,  disaflcction,  and  alien¬ 
ation  that  ever  existed,  was  on  the  part  of 
man — Mankind  had  become  alienated  from 
God  “  through  tlie  ignorance  that  was  in 
them,”  and  by  “  wicked  works.”  There¬ 
fore  God  never  required  the  sufierings  of 
Christ  on  his  own  account,  or  as  a  satis¬ 
faction  to  himself, 

2.  The  sufierings  of  Christ  were  not  in¬ 
tended  to  deliver  n?au  from  deserved  pun- 

j  ishment  for  his  sins,  or  as  a  substitution  in 
I  room  of  the  sufferings  of  man — for  we  see 
that  tlie  sinner  bears  his  own  iniquity — the 
alienated  sons  are  wretched  and  miserable, 
and  suffer  every  privation  of  happiness,  so 
long  as  they  continue  estranged  from  theif  ^ 
father’s  house,  so  long  as  they  continue 
wandeting  in  the  wilderness,  surrounded 
with  danger,  and  so  many  torment-giving 
enemies ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  but  that  i 
some  of  them  may  have  received  wounds 


so  de^  that  it  may  require  some  length  of 
time  for  them  to  become  perfectly  healed 
of  their  wounds,  unless  they  have  more 
than  an  crdinarlly  good  physician.  Hence 
the  idea  that  all  men  do  and  must  individ¬ 
ually  suffer  according  to  the  demerit  of 
their  sins,  is  not  incompatable  with  the 
fact  that  Christ  suffered  and  died  for,  or  on 
behalf  of  them. 

3.  The  sufferings  of  Christ  were  of  no 
further  benefit  to  man,  in  themselves  con¬ 
sidered,  than  as  they  served  to  commend 
and  manifest  the  love  of  God,  that  shone 
through  him,  to  the  world  of  mankind.  It 
is  his  labors,  his  perseverance,  and  tlie  suc¬ 
cess  that  attends  those  labors  of  the  medi¬ 
ator,  in  enlightening,  reconciling,  and  bring¬ 
ing  man  back  to  his  heavenly  parent,  which 
constitute  the  blessing  to  the  human  fami¬ 
ly  through  Christ.  True,  the  elder  brothei 
of  human  nature  has  suffered  much,  very 
much,  and  endured  the  bitter  agonies  ol 
death;  but  this  was  incidental  to  the  ardu¬ 
ousness  of  his  undertaking,  and  to  the  ul¬ 
terior  objects  of  his  mission ;  viz. — to  re¬ 
concile  his  brethren,  and  “  save  them  from 
their  sins.”  “For  God,  who  is  rich  in 
mercy,  for  his  gieat  love  wherewith  he 
hath  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead 
in  sins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with 
Christ;  (by  grace  are  ye  saved ;)  and  hatli 
raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  that  in  the  ages  to  come,  he 
might  shew  the  exceeding  riches  of  his 
grace  in  his  kindness  toward  us  through 
Christ  Jesus — At  that  time  ye  were  w  ith¬ 
out  Christ,  being  aliens  from  the  common- 
w'ealth  of  Israel,  and  strangers  from  the 
covenant  of  promise,  having  no  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world :  but  uoav  in 
Christ  Jesus,  ye,  who  sometimes  were 
far  off,  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood 
of  Christ — And  that  he  might  reconcile 
both  (Jews  and  Gentiles)  unto  God  in  one 
body  by  the  cross,  hating  slain  the  enmity 
thereby ;  and  came  and  preached  peace  to 
you  which  were  afar  off,  and  to  them  that 
were  nigh.  For  tlirough  him  we  both 
have  access  by  one  spirit  unto  the  Father. 
Now  therefore,  ye  are  no  more  strangers 
and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the 
saints,  and  of  the  household  of  God.”  (Sec 
the  wdioleof  this  chapter,  Eph.  ii.)  And 
when  “  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  shall  be 
brought  in,  all  Israel  shall  be  saved  ;  as  it 
is  written :  There  shall  comeout  of  Zion 
the  Deliverer,  who  shall  turn  aw'ay  ungod¬ 
liness  from  Jacob.”  Rom.  xi,  25,  26. 

The  above  obvious  facts,  with  the  evi¬ 
dence  adduced  from  scripture  in  support  of 
them,  wdll  serve  as  a  further  illustration  of 
,  what  was  considered  in  the  former  part  of 
'this  discourse,  to  wit,  the  object  and  bene¬ 
fits  of  Christ’s  mission,  sufferings  and  la¬ 
bors. 

It  now  remains  to  consider,  for  a  few 
moments,  wherein  man  needs  a  pardon 
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from  God,  and  how  God  can  consistently  1 
forgive  man  his  sins,  if  indeed  the  latter 
suffers  a  just  punishment  for  ail  his  iniqui 
ties.  It  is,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  one  of 
the  most  difficult  tasks  in  the  world,  to  re¬ 
concile  these  two  ideas  :  viz:  that  of  a  just 
punishment  for  sin,  and  of  forgiveness  of  sin. 

That  every  transgression  must  receive  a  j 
‘‘just  recompense  of  reward,”  that  “who¬ 
soever  doetli  wrong,  shall  receive  for  the 
wrong  that  he  hatu  done,”  is  a  truth  that 
•’annot  be  disputed,  without  denying  di¬ 
rectly  the  testimony  of  scripture.  And  it 
is  equally  tnie  that  the  scriptures  maintain 
the  doctrine  that  God  is  a  God  of  mercy, 
“  forgiving  iniquity  transgression  and  sin.” 
Thus  the  Psalmist  declares,  “  Unto  thee, 
O  Lord,  belongeth  mercy ;  for  thou  ren- 
derest  unto  every  man  according  to  his 
work.”  God  declares  his  name  unto  Mo¬ 
ses;  “  The  Lord,  the  “  Lord  God,  merci¬ 
ful  and  gracious,  long-suffering,  and  abun¬ 
dant  in  goodness  and  truth,  keeping  mercy 
for  thousand, /or<;icwig  iniquity  and  trans¬ 
gression,  and  sin,  and  that  will  by  no  means 
clear  the  guilty^  And  Isaiah ;  “  Comfort 
ye,  comfort  ye  my  people  saith  your  God. 
Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and 
cry  unto  her,  that  her  \varfare  is  accom  • 
plished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned :  for 
she  hath  received  of  the  Lord  s  hand  double 
for  all  her  sins.’’  These,  and  numerous 
other  texts  that  might  be  quoted,  abun¬ 
dantly  prove  both  a  Just  punishment  for, 
and  the  forgiveness  of  sin.  But  the  inqui¬ 
rer  will  ask,  “how  are  thede  ideas  to  be 
reconciled  wth  each  other  ?” 

To  answer  this  question,  we  will  again 
refer  to  the  similitude  before  introduced. 
Here  we  see  a  family  of  sinful  and  diso* 
bedient  children,  having  wandered  far 
from  their  father’s  house,  in  the  forbid¬ 
den  paths  of  sin  and  iniquity,  having  pol¬ 
luted  their  way  before  him,  and  “pierced 
themselves  through  with  many  sorrows,” 
in  consequence  of  their  alienation  and 
sinful  course  :  atlciigth  they  are  brought 
to  themselves,  see  the  folly  and  misery  of 
their  ways,  and  determine  to  return  to 
their  father’s  house.  But  with  what  feel- 
‘  ings  and  temper  of  mind  do  they  come  ? 
In  deep  humility,  with  shame  depicted 
on  their  faces  for  their  numerous  errors 
and  vices,  like  the  returning  prodigal, 
conscious  of  their  own  unworthiness,  they 
approach  their  father,  saying,  “  Father, 
we  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  in 
thy  sight,  and  are  no  more  worthy  to  be 
called  thy  sons.  ’’  So  deeply  sensible  are 
they  of  their  sinfulness  that  they  do  not 
even  dare  to  claim  the  privilege  of  sons, 
but  say,  “do  but  receive  and  make  us 
but  as  hired  servants.  ”  How  in  this  case 
does  the  father  receive  them  ?  See  the 
answer  in  the  account  of  the  prodigal’s 
father.  He  does  not  wait  till  his  trans- 
gresaing  children  get  clear  home;  but 


when  he  sees  them  returning,  even  while 
yet  a  great  way  off,  he  runs  to  meet  and 
embrace  them.  And  while  they  are  con¬ 
fessing  their  sins,  imploring  his  forgive¬ 
ness,  and  saying  within  themselves, 
“  How  can  our  father  ever  consent  to  re¬ 
ceive  again  into  his  favor  such  guilty 
wretches  as  we  are  ?  how  can  he  ever 
forgive  such  enormities  as  we,  have  prac¬ 
ticed  the  father  interrupts  them  witli 
expressions  of  kindness  and  joy,  com¬ 
mands  that  they  be  clothed  with  the  best 
ro‘>es,  that  rings  be  put  on  their  hands, 
shoes  on  their  feet,  that  the  fatted  calf  be 
killed,  a  feast  prepared,  and  that  all  unite 
in  rejoicing  that  his  children  who  were 
lost  are  found,  that  those  who  were  dead 
are  alive  again.  Or,  to  appeal  to  every 
earthly  parent  in  similar  circumstances, 
bad  as  human  nature  is,  would  not  every 
father  say  to  his  children  in  this  situation, 
“my  children,  I  rejoice  that  you  have 
come  home — I  freely  forgive  you  for  the 
follies  and  errors  that  are  past  ;  they  can  • 
not  be  remedied  nor  recalled — all  1  ask 
of  you  is  obedience  in  future — conform¬ 
ity  to  my  law,  and  that,  hereafter,  you 
go  no  more  astray — true,  you  have  prac¬ 
ticed  evil  with  a  high  hand,  you  have 
sinned  much,  and  you  have  suffered  much 
in  consequence  of  it — you  have  reapt  the 
reward,  and  eat  the  bitter  fruit  of  your 
own  evil  doing — Let  what  you  have  suf¬ 
fered  for  youi  sins  be  a  solemn  admoni¬ 
tion  to  you  for  the  future  ;  and  may  it 
teach  you  that  misery  is  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  vice  ;  that  only  in  the 
performance  of  your  duty,  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  obedience,  can  you  find  substan¬ 
tial  enjoyment  and  peace,  and  that  ‘  vir¬ 
tue  alone  is  happiness  below.’  ” 

By  the  above  representation  every  ra¬ 
tional  person  may,  and  every  parent  must, 
see  and  understand,  both  how  the  labors 
of  the  Mediator  in  bringing  back  his  sin¬ 
ful  brethren  of  the  human  family  to  their 
Father  God,  are  consistent  with  their 
suffering  a  just  punishment  for  their 
sins  ;  and  likewise  \\o^  forgiveness  of  sins 
is  compatible  with  the  latter. 

In  view  of  this  subject,  brethren,  while 
contemplating  on  the  unalterable  benev¬ 
olence  of  God,  the  condescension,  the 
labors,  and  sufferings  of  his  Son  in  our 
behalf,  and  the  mercy  of  our  Father  in 
heaven,  in  forgiving  our  sins  and  receiv¬ 
ing  us,  after  all  our  wanderings,  again  in¬ 
to  his  Divine  favor  and  the  enjoyment  of 
his  everlasting  love,  let  gratitude  to  God 
£11  our  hearts,  love  unfeigned  inspire  our 
songs  of  praise,  and  constant  obedience 
mark  the  residue  of  our  lives. 

For  the  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine, 

A  TURKISH  ANATHEMA. 

Bn.  Skinner. — As  anathemas  for  he¬ 
resy  have  been  abundant  among  Chris¬ 


tians  for  many  ages,  and  as  those  com¬ 
monly  employed  have  become  rather  in¬ 
significant  from  constant  use  j  I  take  the 
liberty  of  sending  one  to  you  for  publi¬ 
cation,  which  for  spirit,  propriety  and 
conciseness,  is  certainly  equal  to  any 
ever  coined  by  the  clergy  of  any  Chris¬ 
tian  denovainaiion.  We  earnestly  recom- 
naend  it  to  the  perusal  and  careful  con¬ 
sideration  of  those  who  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  best  lights  and  helps  on 
subjects  of  purely  a  damnatory  nature.  It 
is  extracted  from  the  ‘‘  Retrospective  Re¬ 
view,”  and  is  the  “denunciation  of  a 
Turkish  Mufti”  against  a  Persian  Divine 
for  various  sectarian  enormities,  and 
amongst  the  rest,  the  profanation  of  the 
holy  colour,  green,  to  the  formation  of 
shoes  and  breeches.  S.  R.  S. 

“  Ye  are  the  kennel  of  all  sin  and  un¬ 
cleanliness — Christians  and  Jews  may 
hope  to  become  true  believers,  but  as  for 
you,  Persians,  it  is  impossible.  Where¬ 
fore  by  virtue  of  the  authority  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  Mahomet,  I  pronounce  it 
lawful  for  any  one,  of  what  nation  soever 
of  true  believers,  to  kill,  destroy,  and 
extirpate  you. — And  I  hope  that  the  ma¬ 
jesty  of  God  in  the  day  of  judgment  will 
condemn  you  to  be  the  asses  of  the  Jews, 
to  be  rod^  and  hackneyed  in  hell  by  that 
contemptible  people.” 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
CRITICISM  ON  GENESIS,  6  Chapter,  3  Ver. 

‘Wi/  spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with  man,  for 
that  he  atso  is  flesh,  yet  his  days  shalt  be  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  years.'* 

This  passage  is  often  quoted  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  what  is  denominated  “a  day  of 
grace,”  during  which  the  holy  spirit  is 
constantly  urging  man  to  submit  himself 
to  God,  and  to  receive  the  blessings  of 
life  and  salvation.  But  when  from  long 
and  persevering  resistance,  the  strivings 
of  the  spirit  cease — then,  the  unhappy 
victim  of  error  is  given  over  to  hardness 
of  heart,  and  a  reprobate  mind,  and  to 
all  the  miseries  consequent  upon  a  life  of 
sin. 

To  this  supposition,  there  are  insuper¬ 
able  objections,  independent  of  the  fact* 
that  the  text  furnishes  no  evidence  in  its 
favor.  For  it  must  tax  the  credulity  of 
the  most  superstitious,  to  believe  that  the 
efforts  of  Omnipotence  should  be  una¬ 
vailing — and  that  the  long-suffering  of 
God  should  absolutely  yield  te  the  perti¬ 
nacious  and  froward  obstinacy  of  erring 
man!  Besides,  it  might  furnish  matter  of 
useful  inquiry,  to  ascertain  why  man’s 
being  flfsh,  should  furnish  a  reason  for 
the  spirit’s  ceasing  to  strive  with  him. 
We  should  rather  suppose,  that  bis  being 
flesh,  or  fleshly,  is  the  very  reason  wby  it 
does  strive  with  him. 
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Agaia— if  the  passage  were  intended 
for  universal  application,  and  the  **day 
of  grace”  be  a  period  of  *‘an  hundred 
anu  twenty  years,”  one  of  two  things 
must  follow — either  the  life  of  man  has 
by  some  strange  fatality  been  shortened 
contrary  to  the  Divine  assurance  given 
in  the  text, — or  what  is  still  more  unac¬ 
countable,  at  least  in  the  mind  of  many 
professing  Christians — it  must  leave  room 
for  most  of  the  moderns,  to  repent  after 
death. 

We  proceed  therefore  to  give  what  we 
have  no  doubt,  is  the  meaning  and  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  passage. 

1 .  The  same  word  both  in  Hebrew  and 
Greek  which  is  here  rendered  by  spirit^ 
is  also  frequently  rendered  breath.  Thus 
Psalm  33:6,  and  Isa.  11:4,  and  when  it 
is  recollected,  that  God  breathed  into 
man  “the  breath  life,”  Gen.  2:7,  there 
will  be  great  propriety  in  giving  it  the 
same  meaning  in  this  instance.  This 
will  be  more  obvious  by  remarking — 

2.  That  instead  of  strive  as  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  version,  both  the  septuagint  Greek, 
and  the  Latin  vulgate  give  remain. 

3.  The  word  always  is  the  same  which 
is  indifferently  translated  forever^  ever- 
lasting^  eternal^  or  age,  and  in  this  place 
plainly  means  to  the  age:  that  is,  to  the 
common  age  that  was  then  allotted  to 
man.  This  will  also  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing^consideration — 

4.  That  instead  of  with  man,  the  sep¬ 
tuagint  gives,  with  these  men ;  meaning 
the  men  of  that  generation.  Hence,  the 
reason  follows  with  great  propriety — 

because  they  are  flesh;”  that  is,  carnal 
or  fleshly, — a  sense  abundantly  justified 
by  the  connexion.  The  remainder  of  the 
passage  contains  the  promise  of  God,  that  I 
they  might  live  120  years,  before  he  would 
execute  his  purpose  of  cutting  them  ofi*. 
Here  again  instead  of  his  days,  the  sep¬ 
tuagint  gives  their  days,  meaning  the  days 
of  those  who  then  lived.  A  (act  which 
every  one  may  test,  by  the  dates  given 
in  the  margin  of  the  common  quarto 
Bibles.  The  text  contains  the  first  in¬ 
timation  of  the  purpose  of  God  to  destroy 
from  the  earth,  the  men  of  that  genera¬ 
tion.  And  the  time  from  its  announce¬ 
ment  to  that  in  which  Noah  entered  the 
Ark,  and  the  flood  came,  is  precisely 
one  “hundred  and  twenty  years.” 

The  meaning  of  the  passage  therefore 
is — “  My  breath  shall  not  remain  with 
these  men  to  the  age,  because  they  are  car¬ 
nal,  yet  their  days  shall  be  an  hundred 
and  twenty  years.” 

This  construction  preserves  both  the 
connexion  and  the  meoauig  of  the  Divine 
denunciation  ;  and  at  t?\r  same  time,  fur¬ 
nishes  an  awful  illustration  of  the  uner¬ 
ring  certainty  with  which  sin  is  punished 
—and  that  too,  where  it  is  committed ! 

i^.  R.  S. 
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CONSOLATION  IN  DEATH. 

“  Utliversalism  will  do  to  live  by,  but  will  not  do 
to  die  by.” 

How  often  do  we  hear  such  languag^e  as  this 
from  the  opposers  of  the  doctrine  of  impartial 
grace?  Yea,  is  it  not  in  the  mouth  of  almost  I 
every  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery? 
But  what  do  they  meau  by  it?  We  should  sup. 
pose  that  a  doctrine  that  will  do  to  live  by,  will 
do  equally  as  well  to  die  by :  and  we  cannot  be-  j 
lieve  that  a  doctrine  that  is  not  good  to  die  by, 
can  be  good  to  live  by.  But  if  even  our  ene  | 
mies  concede  the  fact  that  Universalism  is  good 
to  live  by,  for  heaven's  sake,  let  us  live  by  it  as 
long  as  we  do  live.  And  if  we  find  on  experi¬ 
ment,  (for  our  opposers  know  nothing  about  it, 
as  they  have  never  tried  Universalism  in  death,] 
that  it  will  not  do  to  die  by,  why,  then,  let  us, 
when  we  come  to  die,  choose  something  that 
will.  But  again,  we  ask,  what  do  the  believers 
in  endless  misery  mean  by  this  expression?  “  Uni- 
versaliini  will  do  to  live  by,  but  not  to  die  by.” 
Do  they  mean  that  none  can  die  in  the  belief  of 
Universalism  ?  They  cannot  mean  this  if  they 
are  at  all  acquainted  with  facts ;  for  almost  eve¬ 
ry  day  we  hear  of  some  one  dying  firm  in  the 
belief  of  the  final  salvation  of  all  men.  Do 
they  mean  by  this  expression,  that  no  one  can 
die  happy — can  die  in  peace— in  this  belief? — 
We  presume  this  Is  their  meaning. 

Let  us  then  view  this  subject  in  its  true  light, 
by  imagining  ourselves  on  a  death-bed,  and 
seeking  for  a  system  that  will  yield  peace  and 
happiness.  Let  us  suppose  ourselves  about  to 
leave  the  world  in  the  firm  and  unwavering  be¬ 
lief  of  universal  salvation.  We  look  around  on 
all  terrestrial  things,  and  see  them  all  fading, 
transitory,  and  unstable,  and  ourselves  also 
passing  away,  and  know  that  we  must  soon  close 
our  eyes  on  all  terrestrial  things,  and  go  to  the 
undisebvered  country,  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveller  returns.  But  we  believe  we  shall 
there  meet  with  all  our  kindred  and  friends,  in 
regions  of  immortal  bliss,  where  tears  never 
flow,  and  where  sorrow,  pain  and  death  can 
never  come;  yea,  that  we  shall  there  behold  a 
ransomed  world,  redeemed  from  corruption,  sin 
and  death,  all  made  perfectly  holy  and  happy, 
united  in  songs  of  immortal  bliss,  triumphant 
joy,  and  everlasting  praise.  But  this  faith,  we 
are  told,  cannot  give  peace  on  a  dying  pillow, 
but  that  it  will  harrow  up  the  soul  with  bitter 
anguish,  and  fill  the  mind  of  the  dying  person 
with  unspeakable  horror !  But  if  this  faith  will 
not  give  peace  in  death,  we  ask,  what  wilt  7 
Why,  we  must  believe  that  we  shall  hcrcaf- 
ter  behold  some  of  our  nearest  and  dearest 
kindred  on  earth,  doomed  to  suffer  the  pains  of 
a  never  ending  hell ;  that  there,  if  we  are  so 
happy  as  to  get  to  heaven  ourselves,  we  shall  see  ; 


(he  vindictive  wrath  of  incensed  Omnipotence 
eternally  poured  out  upon  the  helpless  victims 
of  J chovah's  ire;  see,  perhaps,  father  or  mother, 
wife  or  husband,  son  or  daughter,  brother  or 
sister,  mingling  their  unavailing  groans  and 
scalding  tea.-'s,  with  those  of  a  great  part  of  our 
fellow  beings,  all  under  the  same  condemnation, 
doomed  to  suffer  the  endless  tortures  of  the  li- 
quid  lava  of  hell's  molten  sea,  utter  unceasing 
groans,  and  endure  immortal  misery,  throughout 
the  wasteless  ages  of  eternity  ! !  But  stop — let 
us  pause,  and  ask,  what  is  tiie  use  of  faith  in  all 
this  7  Why,  to  give  peace  and  comfort  in  the  hour 
of  death — to  soothe  with  happy  prospects,  the  tremb¬ 
ling  soul  as  it  flutters  from  the  dying  lips  of  mor¬ 
tals  I  \  !  Good  Heavens!  is  it  possible  that  de¬ 
luded  man,  infatuated  as  he  is,  can  believe  that 
a  faith  like  this,  is  necessary,  or  indeed  has  the 
power,  to  soothe  the  mind  of  the  dying,  or  im, 
part  the  glow  of  peace  and  comfort  in  the  hour 
of  dissolution  ?  If  we  thought  there  were  any 
who  could  be  happy,  and  take  delight,  with  suck 
a  prospect  as  this  before  them,  we  would  say  of 
them,  ”Omy  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their  secret ; 
unto  their  assembly,  mine  honor,  be  notthouunited.” 
The  truth  is,  such  views  cannot  give  peace  and 
comfort  in  the  hour  of  death,  whatever  may  be 
said  by  their  advocates.  It  is  impossible  in  the 
nature  of  things.  But  that  Universalism— 
when  firmly  and  understandingly  believed  will 
do  to  die  by,  yea,  that  it  is  good  to  die  by,  and 
can  and  does  give  peace,  joy  and  triumph  in 
the  hour  of  dissolution,  is  not  only  shown  by  the 
nature  of  the  doctrine,  but  is  almost  daily  de¬ 
monstrated  by  the  fact,  and  the  actual  trial  of  its 
excellency,  in  the  trying  hour  of  death. 

MONTHLY  CONFERENCE- 

The  Monthly  Conference  of  Universalists  was 
bolden  at  Sauquoit  village,  Oneida  Co.  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  11th  inst.  Present  Brs.  N.  Stacy, 
of  Hamilton,  S.  R.  Smith,  of  Clinton,  W.  Un¬ 
derwood,  of  Litchfield,  D.  Skinner,  of  Utica, 
and  W.  Bullard,  of  Augusta.  A  pleasant  in- 
1  terview  in  social  conference  was  held,  during 
the  fore-ooon,  at  the  bouse  of  Br.  Loring.  In 
the  afiernoon  and  evening,  public  worship  was 
attended  at  tbe  Academy.  A  discourse  was  de¬ 
livered  in  the  afternoon  by  Br.  S.  R.  Smith, 
from  Luke  xv,  29.  “  Lo  these  many  years  do  1 
serve  thee,"  &c.  and  in  the  evening  one  by  Br. 
D.  Skinner,  from  Gal.  i.  1 1.  12.  "  But  I  certify 
I  you,  brethren,  that  tbe  gospel  which  was  preacii- 
!  ed  of  me,  is  not  after  man;’*  SfC.  The  place  of 
I  worship  was  well  filled  with  listening  and  at- 
1  tentive  worshippers.  The  cause  of  truth  seems 
to  be  very  prosperous  in  this  place,  where  a  so¬ 
ciety  has  been  organized  within  the  last  year, 
that  now  supports  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
two  Sundays  in  a  month. 

Adjourned  the  Conference,  to  meet  again  on 
Wednesday,  the  11th  March  next,  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  called  Hanover,  in  the  town  of  Kirk- 
land.  The  Coofercoce  trill  be  k^ld  in  the 
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school  hoiise  near  the  Forge,  from  10  o’clock, 
A.  M.  till  2  P.  M.  at  which  lime  (2,)  public  ser¬ 
vice  will  commence  in  the  school  house.  In  the 
evening  public  service  will  be  attended  in  the 
meeting-house,  at  Hanover.  During  the  hours 
(from  10  till  2  o’clock,)  of  the  social  Confer¬ 
ence,  all  denominations  will  be  allowed  to  speak, 
and  any  one  who  wishes,  can  have  the  liberty 
of  proposing  any  question  on  the  subject  of  re¬ 
ligion,  for  solution ;  or  any  passage  of  Scripture 
for  explanation.  And  no  doubt  is  entertained, 
that  these  meetings  may  be  made  edifying  and 
profitable  to  all  who  are  disposed  to  attend  them. 

We  would  invite  the  attention  of  Universal- 
ists  generally,  to  the  Notice  of  Br.  S.  R.  Smith, 
inserted  on  the  last  page  of  this  day’s  paper; 
and  hope  the  request  contained  in  it  will  be 
complied  with,  as  far,  and  as  soon  as  practicable. 
His  object  in  making  this  request,  is  to  obtain 
the  Information  necessary  to  a  succinct  history 
of  the  rise,  progress,  and  present  condition  of 
Univcrsalism  in  this  State,  with  which  we  hope 
hereallcr  to  enrich  our  columns. 

Organizalitn  of  Religious  Societies. — In  our 
remarks  on  this  subject  in  our  last  number,  we 
omitted  to  mention  two  particulars,  that  should 
have  been  noticed.  This  omission  was  owing  to 
our  not  haring  the  Statute  on  that  subject,  be- 
ttire  us,  at  the  time,  and  the  hurry  in  which  the 
article  was  written. 

One  of  these  particulars  is,  that  at  all  annual 
meetings  for  election  of  officers,  &c.  the  meet¬ 
ings  must  be  notified  in  the  same  manner,  &  for 
the  same  length  of  time  previous,  as  pointed  out 
in  the  Statute,  (viz.  that  section  published  in  our 
la&t,)  for  the  first  election ;  and  must  be  conduct¬ 
ed  in  all  respects,  like  that  meeting. 

The  other  is,  that  each  society  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  sea/,  which  shall  remain  the  same, 
from  year  to  year,  without  changing  or  alter* 
ing  it. 


Now  IS  the  time  for  our  Agents,  and  patrons 
generally,  to  exert  themselves  to  get  new  sub¬ 
scribers,  and  extend  the  circulation,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  usefulness  of  this  paper.  Cannot 
every  subscriber  for  the  Utica  Evangelical  Mag¬ 
azine,  with  a  very  little  exertion,  procure,  at 
least,  one  new  and  good  subscriber  to  add  to  our 
list.^  If  they  can  and  will  do  this,  they  will  re¬ 
ceive  our  thanks,  both  for  the  service  they  will 
render  to  us,  and  for  the  benefit  they  will  do  to 
the  cause  of  truth.  Two  numbers  more  will 
complete  the  present  volume,  soon  after  which 
the  next,  or  third  volume,  will  commence. — 
Those  who  have  heretofore  acted  as  faithful 
Agents,  will  receive  our  thanks  for  their  past 
services ;  a  nd  may  we  not  hope  for  their  friendly 
aid,  in  future? 


We  understand  Rev.  Benjamin  Whittemore  of 
Scituate  Mass,  has  received  and  accepted  an  in- 
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vitalion  to  become  the  Pastor  of  the  Universalist  j 
Society  in  Troy  N.  Y.  and  is  to  commence  his  | 
labors  there  about  the  first  of  next  month.  May 
the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  bless,  and  crown  his  la¬ 
bors  with  abundant  success. 


Rev.  Lemuel  Willis,  late  of  Troy  N.Y.  has  re¬ 
ceived  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  become  the 
Pastor  of  the  first  Universalist  Society  in  Salem 
Mass.  He  has  entered  on  his  labors  with  that 
people.  May  the  Lord  bless  him  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  his  charge. 


Rev.  Abner  Kneeland  has  been  dismissed  from 
the  Pastoral  care  of  the  2d  Universalist  Society 
in  tho  eity  of  New-York;  and  likewise  disfellow- 
shipped  by  the  Kenebeck  Association  in  Maide. 
The  cause  which  led  to  these  steps,  will  be  no- 
tised  in  our  next. 


The  Patroxs  of  the  Day  Star  who  re¬ 
ceive  this  paper,  and  who  have  not  yet  had  the 

6  first  numbers  of  the  present  volume,  are  in¬ 
formed,  that  those  Nos.  shall  be  sent  to  them 
whenever  they  make  payment  to  us  for  the  vol¬ 
ume.  They  will  recollect  the  notice  that  was 
inserted  in  reference  to  them  in  the  7th  No.  To 
all  those  who  were  credited  on  Br.  Wallace’s 
book,  as  having  paid  for  the  “  Star,”  when  he 
transferred  his  list  of  subscribers  to  us,  we  for¬ 
warded  a  part  of  the  1st  vol.  of  the  Magazine, 
sufficient  to  make  up  what  was  wanting  in  the 
Star.  We  received  nothing  for  all  we  sent  of 
the  1st  vol.  in  this  way.  We  gave  notice  in  No. 

7  of  the  2d  vol.  that  all  who  did  not  immediately 
return  that  No.  would  be  charged  for  the  whole 
of  this  volume.  They  accordingly  stand  so 
charged  on  book,  and  we  shall  expect  them  to 
pay  us  for  it,  as  we  cannot  afiord  io  give  them 
both  the  1st  and  2d  vols.  as  we  have  to  pay  for 
paper,  printing,  &c.  We  have  been  informed 
by  some  of  them  who  were  not  credited  on  Br. 
Wallace’s  book,  that  they  had  paid  foi  the  Star. 
To  such  we  have  sent  of  the  1st  vol.  of  the  Mag¬ 
azine  what  was  due  them  from  ihe  Star  establish¬ 
ment  There  are,  however,  many  of  these  sub¬ 
scribers  from  whom  we  have  heard  nothing  since 
we  commenced  sending  ihe  ii«cond  vol.  of  the 
Magazine.  From  the  neglect  of  subscribers  or 
agents,  and  in  some  cases  that  of  Post  Masters, 
we  have  in  many  instances,  among  the  patrons 
of  the  Day  Star,  sent  packages  of  papers  from 
6  to  20  in  number,  and  after  continuing  to  send 
them  for  three,  six,  and  in  some  caces  eight 
months,  we  have  been  informed  by  the  Post 
Masters,  that  “  the  papers  were  not  taken  out  of 
the  office'*  Now  such  treatment  as  this  is  more 
than  we  are  either  able  or  willing  to  bear.  For 
if  subscribers  did  not  wish  to  take  the  Maga¬ 
zine,  why  not  return  it  according  to  our  request’ 
If  they  have  taken  the  papera  from  the  Post  Oi^ 
fice,  they  are  bound  to  pay  for  them.  If  they 
have  never  taken  them  out  at  all.  Post  Masters, 
in  neglecting  to  give  us  information  of  the  fact, 
hare  violated  their  oath  of  office,  and  transgress- 


ed  the  laws  of  tlie  Post  Office  Department.  Of 
some  such  Post  Masters  we  shall  endeavor  to  get 
redress  by  applying  tothe  Post  Master  General. 
For  they  are  bound  to  give  notice  to  the  Pub¬ 
lisher,  at  longest,  in  three  months,  if  the  papers 
are  not  taken  from  their  P.  O.  and  sooner  than 
that  if  they  ascertain  to  a  certainty  that  the  pa¬ 
pers  will  not  be  taken  out. 

We  have  had  more  trouble  and  perplexity 
from  the  source  above  named,  than  from  all  our 
other  patrons,  and  all  other  Post  Masters, 
throughout  the  United  States.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  some  patrons  of  the  Star,  and  some  Post 
Masters  where  that  paper  circulated,  who  are 
entitled  to  our  warmest  thanks  for  their  faith¬ 
fulness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  We  hope 
others  hereafier  will  “  go  and  do  likewise.’’ 


To  CoRREsroxDENTS. — “Ncmo”  on  Unitarl- 
anism  is  thankfully  received  and  shall  appear  io 
our  next.  “C.  C.”  together  with  the  “Traits  of 
Deism”  stated  by  his  opponent,  is  necessarily 
postponed  till  our  next  No.  for  want  of  room  iu 
this. 

“Honestus”  in  reply  to  “Elihu”  has  been  re¬ 
ceived;  and  likewise  “Elihu”  in  reply  to  Icono- 
clastes.”  Now,  altho’  we  are  friendly  to  free¬ 
dom  of  diacussion,  on  all  religious  topics,  when 
properly  conducted,  we  are  somewhat  apprehen¬ 
sive  from  present  appearances,  that  the  discussi¬ 
on  upon  the  two  subjects  embraced  in  these  com¬ 
munications,  may  degenerate  into  mere  conten¬ 
tion  for  contention’s  sake,  or  what  is  nearly  as 
bad,  contention,  not  so  much  for  the  truth  as  for 
the  mastery.  If  we  admit  one  of  these  writers, 
we  must  all  three,  if  we  act  impartially:  and  the 
unhappy  efiects  of  a  similar  controversy  at  the 
East  a  few  years  since,  should  admonish  us  not 
to  let  a  similar  spirit  get  the  ascendency  over  us 
in  this  region.  We  would  therefore  suggest  to 
these  writers  the  propriety  of  dropping  their  con¬ 
troversy  where  it  is,  in  case  they  both,  or  rather 
all  three,  agree  to  it.  If  the  two,  whose  com¬ 
munications  are  now  on  hand,  wiH  signify  their 
wishes  on  the  subject  as  soon  as  convenient,  we 
will  thank  them.  But  if  they  cannot  both  con¬ 
sent  to  drop  it,  we  will  admit  both,  and  Icono- 
clastes  likewise,  if  he  wishes. 


True  politeness. — There  is  much  truth  and 
beauty  in  the  following  remarks  of  the  late  Dr. 
Thomas  Brown,  of  Edinburgh.  '‘Politeness, 
in  all  its  most  important  respects,  is  nothing 
more  than  the  knowledge  of  the  human  mind 
directing  general  benevolence.  It  is  the  art  of 
producing  the  greatest  happiness  which,  ia  the 
eternal  courtesies  of  life,  can  be  produced,  by 
raising  such  ideas  snd  feelings  in  the  minds  of 
those  with  whom  we  are  conversant,  as  will  af¬ 
ford  the  most  pleasure,  and  averting,  as  much 
as  possible,  eve^  idea  which  may  lead  to  pain. 
It  implies,  therefore,  when  perfect,  a  fine  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  natural  series  of  thoughts,  so  as  to 
distinguish  not  merely  the  thou^t  which  will 
be  the  immediate  or  near  efToct  of  what  is  said 
or  done,  but  those  which  may  arise  still  more 
remotely;  and  he  is  the  most  successful  in  this 
art  of  giving  happinesss  who  sees  the  future  St 
the  greatest  distance.” 
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MYSTERY  OF  INIQUITY  REVEALED. 

The  following  document;,  wliicli  are  from  tbe 
most  respectable  and  credible  sources  of  infor¬ 
mation,  are  to  be  relied  on,  at  U-ue  in  every 
particular.  They  have  been  before  tbe  public 
for  some  months;  and  we  have  occasionally  ad¬ 
verted  to  them  in  our  strictures  on  some  of  tbe 
dangerous  schemes  of  the  popular  clergy  at  tbe 
present  day;  but  we  consider  tbe  disclosures 
which  they  make,  of  so  much  importance  to  tbe 
“weal  or  wo”  of  our  country,  that  they  ought 
to  be  generally  known  and  read  by  all  our  citi¬ 
zens;  and  therefore  we  occupy  the  first  room 
we  can  spare  in  our  columns,  to  give  them  en¬ 
tire,  to  our  readers. 

Ffom  the  (Nieto  York  Methodht)  Chriitian  Advocate 
and  Journal. 

^‘MURDER  WILL  OUT.” 

“  Fear  them  not,  therefore,  for  there  is  nothing 
covered  that  shall  not  be  revealed,  and  hid,  that 
shall  not  be  known. 

“  What  1  tell  you  in  darkness,  that  speak  ye  in 
light,  and  what  ye  hear  in  the  ear,  that  preach 
ye  on  the  house  tops.” — Jesus  Christ. 

Mr.  Editor, — For  some  months  it  has 
been  cautiously  rumored  in  my  region  of 
country,  that  one  or  more  travelling 
.agents  have  been  itinerating  through  the 
land,  calling  together  the  ministers  of 
the  gospel  in  every  city  and  neighborhood, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  secret  conc’ave.  It 
has  been  stated  that  at  these  conclaves, 
a  certain  secret  of  vast  and  paramount 
importance,  has  been  entrusted  to  them 
under  a  solemn  promise  of  secresy  for  a 
specified  time.  This  is  all  we  common 
people,  the  vulgar  herd,  or  swinish  mul¬ 
titude,  could  learn  of  this  matter,  and 
not  a  little  curiosity  has  been  awakened 
.among  us,  which,  until  lately,  was  not 
gratified. 

But,  behold  a  Morgan  has  been  among 
them,  or  mayhap  a  bird  has  flown — al¬ 
ready  the  SECRET  is  on  the  four  winds  of 
heaven,  and  as  many  of  your  readers  may 
be  anxious  to  learn  the  true  reason  of 
the  midnight  deeds  of  these  modern  mis¬ 
sionaries,  so  novel  in  their  character,  I 
send  you  the  stupendous  and  appalling 
account  of  the  whole  matter,  which! 
humbly  conceive  to  be  a  conspiracy  a- 
gainst  the  people’s  rights,  which  needs 
all  the  secrecy  with  which  it  has  been 
enveloped;  for  when  disclosed,  it  roust 
be  abhorred  by  every  lover  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty. 

Be  it  known  then,  that  for  some  months, 
one  or  more  agents  have  been  travelling 
through  flie  United  States,  calling  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  clergy  in  every  place  and  after 
obtaining  a  promise  of  secrecy,  entrusting 
them  with  the  following  ^.proposition,  as 
nearly  as  can  be  communicated  by  my 
imperfect  though  authentic  information. 

1.  Let  a  “Central  Society”  be  estab¬ 
lished,  say  at  Boston,  New- York  or  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  of  a  character  both  political 
^nd  religious.  The  objects  of  this  society 
are  to  raise  a  fund  to  be  expended  in 
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printing  books  of  all  kinds,  approved  us 
orthodox,  newspapers,  &c.  &c. 

2.  Let  a  press  be  established  in  every 
city  and  county  in  the  United  States, 
auxiliary  to,  and  dependant  upon  the 
Central  Society.  By  these  means  a  tre¬ 
mendous  engine  may  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  whole  country  ;  for  the  books 
can  be  printed  so  cheap  as  to  ruin  all  the 
book  establishments  in  the  nation,  and 
the  newspapers,  as  well  as  the  orthodox 
books,  may  be  “rendered  so  abundant  as 
to  force  all  others  out  of  circulation.” 

3.  The  eftect  of  these  multiplied  pres¬ 
ses,  and  the  monopoly  they  would  occa¬ 
sion  in  politics  and  religion,  being  devo¬ 
ted  to  both  subjects,  are  intended  to  es¬ 
tablish  and  discipline  a  “Christian  party 
in  politics,’’  which  in  a  few  years  would 
bring  “millions  of  electors  into  the  field,” 

j  whose  ‘characters  are  formed,’  by  the  uni¬ 
versal  dominion  of  this ‘Central  Society.’ 

After  submitting  this  sweeping  propo¬ 
sition,  the  travelling  agent  modestly  so¬ 
licits  pecuniary  contributions  from  the 
reverend  clergy  assembled,  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  in  paying  his  travelling  expenses. — 
This  game  has  been  played  in  the  east, 
north,  and  west,  and  probably  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  south  is  marshalling  under  the 
same  religious  and  political  conspiracy. 

Now,  Me.ssrs.’  Editors,  I  disclaim  any 
other  views  in  bringing  this  combination 
to  light,  than  a  desire  to  warn  my  fellow 
Christians  of  their  danger,  and  caution  I 
them  to  be  awake,  lest  they  be  over-  ; 
whelmed  in  the  fearful  vortex  which  these  ' 
modern  Jesuits  are  preparing,  in  the  ; 
erection  of  what  they  will  call  a  salutary  | 
“moral  police.”  I  would  rejoice  in  any  | 
additional  measures  to  promote  the  cause  j 
of  God,  and  subserve  the  glorious  Etnan  • 
uel’s  kingdom;  and  with  all  such  eiforts  I 
I  most  cheerfully  unite  heart  and  hand,  j 
But  I  conceive  that  this  fearful  negotia-  i 
tion,  now  in  progress,  is  “carwal  sensual,  ' 
and  devilish.”  It  is  an  attempt  to  make 
Christians, — butwillonly  succeed  in  ma¬ 
king  hypocrites.  It  is  a  specious,  plau- 
sibleunton  of  professing  Christians  against 
infidelity  and  vice;  but  it  is  no  other  than 
using  “carnal  weapons,”  instead  of  those 
which  are  ‘‘mighty  through  God. to  pull¬ 
ing  down  the  strung  holds  of  Satan.”  It 
is  in  cfiect  serving  God  and  Mammon,  an 
attempt  to  unite  Christ  and  Belial,  to 
identify  the  world  and  religion; 

Christians,  like  their  Master,  have  a 
“kingdom  not  of  this  world,’’  and  can 
have  no  amalgamation  with  carnal,  selfiish 
or  worldly  views  of  aggrandizement,  with¬ 
out  suffering  in  their  personal  piety,  and 
overthrowing  the  very  corner  stone  of 
our  holy  religion. 

The  holy  apostle  would  “  know  noth¬ 
ing  among  men  save  Jesus  Christ  and 
him  crucified,”  because  in  this  truth  of 


God,  there  is  an  efficiency  which  must 
eventually  triumph  over  error  and  vice  of 
every  kind;  for  against  “this  rock  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  nut  prevail.” 

It  is  true,  infidelity  is  making  rapid 
strides  in  our  country,  and  immorality  a- 
buunds  it  would  seem, unabashed  and  un¬ 
controlled  ;  but  “why  do  the  heathen 
rage  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing?” 
Are  we  to  conclude  hence,  that  true  reli¬ 
gion  will  not  finally  triumph?  “  Oh  ye  of 
little  faith,  wherefore  do  ye  doubt?”  Let 
“the  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves, 
and  the  rulers  take  counsel  together  a- 
I  gainst  the  Lord  and  his  Anointed.”  “He 
that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh, 
the  Lord  shall  hold  them  in  derision.” — 

I  It  is  enough  that  we,  as  Christians, 
‘grieved  at  the  wickedness’  of  our  mo- 
uern  Sodoms,  meekly  approach  the  throne 
of  grace,  and  say,  ‘O  Lord,  incline  thine 
ear  and  hear;  open  thine  eyes  and  see 
how  thine  enemies  triumph.’  But  let 
us  never  bring  ‘strange  fire'  to  the  altar 
of  Jehovah,  lest  the  ‘lire  go  out  from  the 
Lord  and  consume  us,’  as  it  did  Nadab 
and  Abihu,  the  tw'o  sons  of  Aaron,  for 
their  sacrilegious  presumption.  Touch 
not  the  ark  of  the  Lord  with  unhallow¬ 
ed  hands.  Let  us  renounce  our  sectari- 
j  an  efforts  at  monopoly,  and  disclaim  all 
I  ‘national’  or  political  combinations.  Let 
■  it  be  our  glory  still  to  say,  ‘As  for  us, 
we  preach  Christ  crucified,  to  the  Jews  a 
stumbling  block,  to  the  Greeks  foolish¬ 
ness,  but  to  them  that  believe,  Christ,  the 
power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God.” 

A  LAYMAN. 

The  editor  of  the  ‘Advocate  &  Journal’ 
has  the  following  remarks  at  the  close  of 
the  article  : 

“  How  the  author  of  tliis  communica¬ 
tion  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  se¬ 
cret  combination  on  which  he  has  ani¬ 
madverted  30  freely  and  justly,  we  can¬ 
not  tell.  That  a  plan  similar  to  the  a- 
bove  is  in  operation,  we  believe  is  known 
to  many,  most  of  whom  were  put  in  pos¬ 
session  of  it  in  a  way  which  dues  not  per¬ 
mit  them,  consistently  with  their  integri¬ 
ty  as  Christians,  to  make  it  known.  We 
are  no  friends  to  secret  associations  of 
any  sort,  nor  do  we  believe  it  possible 
j  long  to  conceal  any  plan,  good  or  bad,  for 
I  ‘whatsoever  is  spoken  in  the  closet,  shall 
I  be  proclaimed  upon  the  housetop.’” 

CONFIRMATION. 

To  the  Editors  of  Plain  Truth.-~-\  re¬ 
joice  that  the  veil  has  been  rent,  and  a 
deep  laid,  and  well-matured  plot  of  the 
Presbyterian  party,  to  acquire  political 
ascendency,  has  been  stript  of  its  secrecy 
and  exposed  to  public  criticism.  The 
article  headed  “  Murder  will  out,”  which 
you  copied  in  your  last  number  from  the 
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Christian  Advocate  and  Journal, is  true  in 
every  essential  particular  j  but  the  dis¬ 
closures  are  not  so  full  as  they  might 
have  been.  I  have  been  in  possession  of 
the  facts  in  relation  to  this  stupendous 
plot  for  nearly  a  year,  and  have  often 
thought  that  duty  to  my  fellow  country¬ 
men  required  that  I  should  make  them 
public  j  but  I  have  been  deterred  front 
so  doing,  by  the  fear  that  the  boldness 
and  magnitude  of  the  scheme  would  ex¬ 
cite  doubts  in  the  minds  of  some,  of  its  re¬ 
ality,  and  as  it  was  conceived  and  nur¬ 
tured  in  secret,  [  should  be  wanting  in 
proof  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  my  state¬ 
ments.  But,  happily,  the  veil  has  been 
rent,  and  I  rejoice  that  there  are  more 
tongues  than  mine  to  proclaim  the  con¬ 
spiracy,  and  warn  my  countrymen  of  the 
impending  danger. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August,  or  fore¬ 
part  of  September  of  last  year,  a  travel¬ 
ling  agent  visited  this  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  delivered  lectures  to  such  as 


approved  by  some  to  whom  he  submitted 
it,  but  not  bv  all. 

I  do  not  know  how  much  money  was 
subscribed  in  tliis  place,  but  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  great  western  pioneer  of 
this  rcligio-political  party  subscribed S50. 

By  the  proceedings  of  the  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Convention  which  was  held  in  this  vil¬ 
lage  on  the  20th  of  August, you  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  some  steps  have  already  been  ' 
taken  to  carry  the  above  project  into  ef¬ 
fect.  That  convention  consisted  of 
I  Presbyterian  ministers  from  nearly  every 
part  of  the  state,  and  sat,  1  am  informed, 
with  closed  doors.  Among  the  published 
proceedings,  are  the  four  following  reso¬ 
lutions,  dressed,  you  will  see,  in  very 
plausible  language  : — 

Resolved^  That  the  purity,  prosperity, 
and  glory  of  the  church,  at  this  time,  de¬ 
mand  a  Monthly  Journal,  in  which  the 
more  distinguishing  truths  of  the  gospel 
and  doctrines  of  the  Reformation  shall 
I  be  plainly  exhibited  and  defended  ;  and 


could  safely  be  entrusfeit  with  the  secret.  |  their  paramount  importance  in  the  chris- 
He  descanted  at  great  length  upon  the  i  tian  system  maintained, 
present  condition  of  the  press  in  this  j  Resolved.  That  the  publication  of  a  se- 
country,  said  it  was  under  the  control  of  !  ries  of  doctrtna/ Tracts,  of  like  character 
men  supporting  no  religious  creed,  that  1  with  the  Journal,  is  required  by  the  exi- 
with  this  tremendous  engine  in  their  |  gencies  of  the  times,  which  no  existing 
hands,  they  were  enabled  to  give  a  :  institutions  are  prepared  to  supply. 


wrong  direction  to  public  sentiment,  and 
elevate  such  men  only  to  power  and  of¬ 
fice  as  accorded  with  them  in  opinion, 
icc.  and  concluded  by  proposing— 

That  a  CENTRAL  SOCIETY  be  es¬ 
tablished  at  Washington  city,  of  a  char- 
.acter  both  po/i7/ca/ and  religious;  that  a 
fund  be  raised  to  be  expended  in  printing 


Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Eddy,* 
of  Canandaigua,  C  Eddy,  of  Penn-Yan, 
II.  P.  Strong,  of  Phelps,  lYw.  B7sner,t 
of  Ithaca,  S.  C.  Aikin,  J.  F.  Schermer 
horti,  of  Utica,  S.  Van  Vechten,  of  Sche¬ 
nectady,  John  Frost,  of  Whitesborough. 
Dr.  G.  5;jn«5r,+ of  New-York,  Dr.  David 
Porter,  of  Catskill,  II.  P.  Dwight,  ol  Ge- 


books,  tracts,  and  newspapers  ;  that  the  !  neva.  Dr.  Beeman  of  Troy,  George  S 
central  printing  establishment  be  under  i  Boardinan,  of  Watertown,  S.  H.  llotch- 
the  management  of  nine  directors,  a  ma-  j  kin,of  Praitsburgh,  Joel  Parker,  ot  Roch- 
jority  ot  whom  should  approve  as  well  the  j  ester,  and  Joel  Keep,  of  Homer,  be  a  cent- 
matter  which  should  appear  in  the  na-  j  mittee  to  see  the  above  resolutions  car- 
tional  paper,  as  the  books  which  should  ;  ried  into  effect. 

he  published  ;  and  that  newspapers,  and  ]  Resolved,  That  this  committee  be  re¬ 
bookstores,  subordinate  to  the  national  j  quested  to  meet  in  the  village  of  Utica, 
institution,  be  established  in  all  the  cities  on  Wednesday,  the  first  ot  October 
and  principal  towns  in  the  Union.  j  next,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.  to  devise 

The  books  and  papers  thus  published,  '  means  to  secure  the  speedy  publication 
he  said,  would  not  cost  half  so  much  as  of  the  above  named  .Journal  and  Tracts, 
they  now  do  ;  and,  as  the  present  pub-  |  Signed,  Joii.v  Keep,  Ch’n. 

lishers  are  not  organized  as  a  party,  and  j  A.  1).  Eddy,  Sec’y. 
cannot  print  so  cheap,  they  could  easily  j  As  my  purpose  was  merely  to  corrob- 


be  broken  down,  and  the  cou'^try  suppli-  1  orate  the  statement  made  in  the  Chris- 


ed  with  such  newspapers,  tracts  and 
books,  only,  as  should  be  approved  as 
orthodox. 

He  said  the  project  had  been  heartily 
approved  in  every  part  of  the  country  he 
iiad  visited  ;  that  upwards  of  £300,000 
had  already  been  subscribed,  and  that  the 
Society  would  be  organized,  and  com¬ 
mence  operations,  so  soon  as  j^500,000 
should  be  raised. 

This  plan  he  communicated  under  the 
sfrittest  obligations  of  secrecy.  It  was 


1  tian  Advocate  and  Journal,  1  leave  it 
:  for  you,  or  your  readers,  to  make  such  I 
!  comments  as  the  subject  may  suggest.  j 
I  Auburn,  Sept.  11, 1828. ,  j 

I  *  Who  lately  brow-beat  the  PositniasUr  at  Canan* 

'  daie^oa,  for  allowing  an  obnoxious  liaudbill  to  be  post- 
i  ed  up  in  his  office. 

t ’i'he  general  agent  of  the  National  Union  for  en¬ 
forcing  the  obtcrrance  of  the  Sabbath,  whose  bold  dis- 
closores  of  the  designs  of  his  party,  at  Utica  and  Au¬ 
burn,  caused  the  great  and  patriotic  meetings  of  the 
citizens  of  those  places. 

flliemaawho  declared  that  the  yellow  fever  in 
New-York  in  1824,  was  a  judgment  of  God  i^n  the 
,  people  for  their  choosing  irreligious  men  to  office. 


The  above  disclosures  furnish  a  key  to 
the  memorable  declarations  of  Dr.  Ely, 
at  Philadelphia,  and  of  Mr.  TVisner,  at 
Utica  and  Aubnrn.  To  doubt  any  long¬ 
er  that  the  ultimate  purpose  of  all  the 
national  Si  auxiliary  societies,  &  schemes 
of  “benevolence”  of  the  Presbyterians, 
is  to  invest  themselves  with  a  power,  co- 
eqtial  with,  if  not  superior  to,  that  of  our 
present  civil  government,  would  be  like 
doubting  the  existence  of  the  earth  on 
which  we  daily  tread.  How  can  the  peo¬ 
ple,  then,  with  all  this  light  before  them, 
rest  upon  their  arms?  The  exigencies  of 
the  times  require  not  only  watchfulness, 
but  energetic  action.  The  Presbyterians 
must  be  met  upon  their  own  ground.— 
They  are  the  invading  enemy;  they  have 
declared  that  *the  battle  is  commenced,’ 
and  have  proclaimed  a  general  non-in¬ 
tercourse  in  business,  and  in  the  sneial 
relations  of  life  with  the  rest  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  Painful  as  the  duty  is, 
a  like  non- intercourse  must  be  maintain- 
I  ed  against  them.  Christians  of  every 
denomination,  the  true  followers  of  Je¬ 
sus,  and  the  friends  of  republican  gov- 
!  ernment,  must  withdraw  themselves  rrom 
I  among  them.  The  party  which  aims  at 
[  political,  rule,  and  a  monopoly  in  every 
I  branch  of  business,  cannot  be  actuated  by 
I  pure  religious  motives.  Their  success 
would  be  a  calamitous  defeat  of  primi- 
,  tive  Christianity.  How  important,  then, 
is  it  that  the  people  be  up  and  doing! — 
Editor  of  Plain  Truth. 

Let  any  one,  who  has  arrived  at  that  middle 
stage  of  existence,  when  the  delusive  anticipa¬ 
tions  of  youth  have  ceased  jo  beguile,  and 
when  to  look  back  is  as  easy  as  to  look  forward, 
be  asked  from  what  source  he  derives  the  pu¬ 
rest  and  sweetest  enjoyment.  Uis  answer  will 
be,  from  memory.  The  pleasures  of  his  school 
boy  days,  he  will  tell  you,  often  rise  in  shadowy 
,  semblance  to  his  mental  view ;  associations 
then  formed,  and  never  to  be  forgot,  seem 
awhile  to  be  renewed,  and,  “the  orchard,  the 
meadow,  and  deep-tangled  wild-wood,”  are 
again  trod  by  busy  feet,  and  vocal  with  the  jo¬ 
cund  laugh  of  inneent  childhood. 

The  affairs  of  others. — Every  man  has,  in  his 
'own  life,  follies  enough — in  his  own  mind, 
tmiibles  enough — in  the  performance  of  his  du- 
I  ties,  dcficiences  enough — without  being  curiv 
ous  after  the  all'airs  of  others. 

Proverbs.  A  master  is  sometimes  the  Neat¬ 
est  servant. 

A  man  should  not  keep  a  dog  and  bark  him¬ 
self. 

When  you  have  plenty  of  money  the  ey^ 
sight  of  your  friends  is  good. 

When  wine  is  in,  if  there  is  any  wit,  it  comes 
«nt. 

When  wine  is  ont,  the  company  go  out. 

If  the  fox  preaches,  look  well  to  your  geese.  , 

He  who  would  rob  a  poet,  would  plunder  an 
almshouse. 

Keep  yourself  from  the  anger  of  a  great  ihan, 

■  and  the  company  of  a  mean  one. 

Beware  of  a  reconciled  enemy. 

,  Courtesy  sometimes  is  better  than  coin. 

5  If  you  would  be  wise  or  wealthy  worAip  the 
rising  sun.  ' 


POETRY, 

ON  THE  BIRTH-OAY  OF  WASH¬ 
INGTON. 

WRITTEN  FOR  FEBRUARY  22,  1829. 

**Hie  dnit — ubiq^te  fama.” 

Behold  the  mossed  corner  stone  dropped  from  the  wall, 
And  gaze  on  ita  date,  but  remember  its  fall. 

And  hope  that  some  hand  may  replace  it ; 
Think  not  of  its  pride  when  with  pomp  it  was  laid. 
But  weep  for  the  ruin  its  absence  has  made. 

And  the  lapse  of  the  years  that  eflace  it. 

AloumWashington’s  draM,  when  yethink  of  his  birth, 
\nd  far  from  your  thoughts  be  the  lig^htness  of  mirth, 
And  far  from  your  cheek  be  its  smile. 
To.day  he  was  born, — ’twaa  a  loan — not  a  gift ; 
The  dust  of  his  body  is  all  that  is  lefl, 

To  hallow  his  funeral  pile. 

Flow  gently,  Potomac !  thou  washest  away 
The  sands  where  he  trod,  &  the  turf  where  he  lay, 
When  youth  brushed  his  cheek  with  her  wing; 
Breathe  soBly,  ye  wild  winds,  that  circle  around 
That  dearest,  and  purest,  and  holiest  ground, 
Ever  prest  by  the  foot-print  of  Spring. 

F.ach  breeze  be  a  sign,  and  each  dew-drop  a  tear, 
iiach  wave  be  a  whispering  monitor  near. 

To  remind  the  sad  shore  of  his  story  ; 

And  darker,  and  softer,  and  sadder  the  gloom 
Of  that  evergreen  mourner  tlmt  bends  o’er  the  tomb. 
Where  Washington  sleeps  in  his  glory. 

Great  God  !  when  the  spirit  of  freedom  shall  fail. 
And  the  sons  of  the  pilgrims,  in  sorrow  bewail 
Their  religion  and  liberty  gone ; 

Oh !  send  back  a  form  that  shall  stand  as  he  stood. 
Unsubdued  by  the  tempest,  unmoved  by  the  flood; 
And  to  Tbee  be  the  glory  alone. 


MARRIED, 

In  this  village,  on  the  12th  inst.  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Nathan  Hatfield, 
of  Litchfield,  to  Miss  Cynthia  Griggs,  of 
Sauqaoit  Village. 

On  the  13th  inst.  by  the  same  Mr. 
James  Hall  toMiss  Martha  Bryan,  all  of 
this  place. 

In  Sauquoit  Village,  on  the  11th  inst. 
by  Rev.  N.  Stacy  of  Hamilton,  Mr.  Enos 
Knight,  to  Miss  Louisa  Chase,  both  of 
the  former  place. 

In  Westmoreland,  N.  H.  by  Rev.  A. 
Pratt,  Mr.  Hiram  Walker,  of  Mexico, 
N.  Y.  to  Miss  Cynthia  Skinner,  of  the 
former  place.  . 

DIED, 

In  this  village,  on  the  6th  inst.  an  in¬ 
fant  child  of  Air.  Josiah  Skillman. 

On  the  7th  inst.  Miss  Mary  Rock¬ 
well,  aged  19, 

On  the  13th  inst-  in  German  Flatts, 
Maty  Celine,  daughter  of  Mr.  Williai^i 
Johnson,  Jun.  aged  3  years. 

In  Trenton,  on  the  12th  inst.  Mrs.', 
Eliza,  consort  of  Mr;  Preston  Holmes, 
aged  39. 

The  following  Obituary  of  Mrs.  Beach  is  ap¬ 
plicable  to  Mrs.  Holmes,  in  almost  every  par. 
4ical|f>— Ed.  Mag. 
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OBZTOARY. 


Died,  in  Hamilton,  on  the  2d  nit 
Mrs.  Laura  Beach,  wifeofCapt  Lyman 
E.  Beach,  in  the  35th  year  of  her  age  ; 
after  a  long  and  distressing  sickness, 
which  she  bore  with  the  utmost  fortitude 
and  Christian  resignation. 

What  consolation  do  we  derive,  while 
we  are  called,  almost  daily,  to  weep  over 
departed  humanity — while  the  tenderst 
cords  of  affection'  are  cut,  and  we  are 
bidden  to  follow  the  remains  of  our  dear¬ 
est  friends  to  the  cold  and  silent  grave— 
from  the  sacred  promises  of  that  Gospel 
thro’ which  *Mife  and  immortality  are 
brought  to  light — and  especially  when 
we  witness  the  triumphs  of  Christian 
faith  and  hope  exalting  the  soul  of  the  de¬ 
parting,  and  by  their  radiant  beams  dis¬ 
pelling  the  appalling  gloom  which  other¬ 
wise  overshadows  the  hours  of  dissolu¬ 
tion! 

Mrs.  Beach  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Capt.  Elisha  Fuller,  of  Haiiiiltun  ;  and, 
like  Timothy,  from  her  youth  had  known 
the  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make 
wise  unto  salvation.  Capt.  F.  is  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  the  Universalist 
Society  in  this  town  ;  and  the  writer  of 
this  article  has  noticed  the  constant  at¬ 
tendance  of  this  daughter,  from  early  life, 
on  the  ministry  of  Universal  Grace,  and 
the  manifest  interest  she  felt  iu  its  soul¬ 
saving  doctrines.  When,  therefore, 
brought  upon  her  death  bed,  no  feanful 
horrors  thickened  round  her  head — no 
terrible  menaces  of  an  angry  God  thun¬ 
dered  in  her  affrighted  imagination! — but 
her  soul  reposed  with  unshaken  and  un¬ 
abating  confidence  in  that  God,  whom 
she  viewed  as  an  inexhaustible  fountain 
of  love  and  wisdora-rwhose  “  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works  ;  and  she 
rejoiced  in  the  strong  hope  of  a  glorious 
immortality,  through  her  Redeemer.  ^ 

I  visited  her  frequently  during  her.lafst 
sickness.  The  first  time  1  spoke  to  her 
concerning  her  dissolution,  she  had  sub-* 
stantial'y  given  up  all  hopes  of  recovery; 
she  expressed  her  willingness  to  go,  and 
said  she  had  no  attachment  to  life,  except 
what  arose  from  a  consideration  ef  the 
benefit  she  might  render  to  her  young 
and  dependant  family:  but  never  after 
did  she  even  express  any  concern  for 
them,  farther  than  to  commend  them  to  j 
the  kind  protection  of  that  God  who  bad  i 
her  support  and  confidence.  On 
oDFbf.my  visits  I  repeated  the  following 
line#  from  Watts —  * '  - 

“  WI^Rhould  we  start,  and  fear  te  die? 
What  tim'rous  worms  we  mortals  are  I 
Death  is  the  gate  to  endless  joy, 

And  yet  we  dread  to  enter  there.” — 

I  had  hardly  finished  the  last  word  be¬ 
fore  she  replied,  with  a  smile,  “  I  have  j 
none  of  those  fears— I  have  no  such 


dread.  I  am  perfectly  willing,  and  shall 
rejoice  to  go.”  As  her  disease  seemed 
to  baffle  the  skill  of  the  faculty,  and  her 
bodily  pains  grew  more  severe,  ner  joy 
seemed  to  increase.  Her  soul  seemed  to 
retire  from  the  world,  and  to  be  absorbed 
in  divine  contemplation. 

A  few  days  before  her  death,  I  was 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  place, 
and  did  not  return  until  after  her  inter¬ 
ment;  but  was  told  by  her  friends  that 
she  died  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  her 
hope,  evincing  to  the  world  that  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Universal  Salvation  will  do  to 
live  by,  and  will  do  to  die  by:  for  her  life 
was  “the  life  of  the  righteous,  and  her 
last  end  was  peace.’’ 

In  the  death  of  this  amiable  woman, 

I  her  husband  has  lost  an  affectionate  com- 
I  panion — her  children  a  tender  and  indul¬ 
gent  mother — her  father  a  dutiful  child— 
her  neighbours  an  obliging  friend,  and 
society  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 

.  .  —  N.  S. 

DIED — In  this  village,  on  Wednesday  the  4th 
inst.  Mrs.  M'  Koy,an  aged  woman  of  above  70. 
Her  husband  had  retired  to  rest  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  an  early  hour  and  Icfl  her  up. 
When  he  awoko  in  the  morning  ho  found  to  his 
surprise,  his  wife  was  not  in  bed  with  him,  and 
on  arising  he  found  her  dead  near  the  door  of 
the  room  in  which  he  had  left  her  the  evening 
before,  with  her  clothes  all  consumed,  and  her 
body  most  shockingly  disfigured  with  the  flames 
that  had  caused  her  death.  It  is  supposed  that 
her  clothes  by  soino  means  caught  Are,  and 
failing  in  the  attempt  extinguish  them,  she 
made  for  the  door,  but  was  suffocated  before 
she' could  make  her  escape  or  rouse  her  sleep¬ 
ing  husband. 

WOilCE. 

Uuiversalist  Ministers  in  the  state  of 
New-York,  are  respectfully  requested  to 
give  information  to  the  undersigned,  by 
letter^  as  soon  as  convenient,  of  the  date 
of  the  organization  of  the  Societies  where 
they  minister ;  the  number  of  members 
when  formed,  and  at  the  present  time ; 
by  whom,  and  what  part  of  the  time  they 
have  preaching ;  whether  they  have  a 
meeting-house,  and  if  so,  when  built — 
how  large,  and  of  what  material  ;  what 
the  past  condition  has  been,  and  the  pros¬ 
pective  circumstances  now  arc,  of  each 
respective  Society. 

Clerks  of  Universalist  Societies  which 
have  not  regular  preaching,  are  solicited 
to  give  the  above  desired  information, 
respecting  the  Societies  of  which  they  are 
members. 

The  undersigned;  is  particularly  de¬ 
sirous  of  receiving  the  earliest  informa¬ 
tion  respecting  the  oldest  societies  in  the 
state. 

A  compliance  with  the  foregoing  re- 

?|ue8t  will  be  received  as  a  particular 
avor,  and  receive  the  very  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgements  of  S,  R.  SMITH* 
Clint tm,  Oneida  Co.  N.Y.  Feb,  21, 1S29* 


